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Hary Abigail Dodge; a Washington, D.C. , correspondent 
before and af^er the llnit'ed States Civil »ar, was one of the most 
ac€?lai«ed. woie^u journalists of the. nineteenth century. Unknown toda^fr 
Dodge wrote on politics/ raligion, ^ and contempofary issues for /; 
newspapers aitd saga zine^s and commented prolif ically on the role of ; 
women in society. After ^feminist^ leaning a.s a young woman^ she 
became increasingly /:onservativ«^ as she grew <)lder. Her 'most 
c^let?:ated a^cJticle?. appeared in the "New. Ifork Tribune*;, in 1877 jand 
1878 •and attacked the.ef forts at civil ssrvice reform attempted under 
the administration y>f President Rutherford B. Hayes. Throughout her / 
40-year career. Dodge insisted' on writing under the pseudonym, "Gail 
Hamilton." .Dividing her liie into two totally , different spheres, sh6f 
remained "Abby" to» heir, family and refused to ackilowledge in' public 
that s^e was also "Gail^"- the famous literary figure, Well-knoyn as a* 
brilliant and wittyi conversationalist, she hadVwide-ranging contacts 
in, literary and ioliitical circles. Her. pareer illustrates tjiat an 
able iloman ^ould c^ve a place for herself in Vicjtprian^ journalismv / 
buV it also illuminates the se If -doubts' cthd inSecinrities of la woman 
tryii^g to function in a ifianrs occupation. (Author) 
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■/ ■ ' I-.'" ■ - ■ 

' * analyzes the career of Mary Ablgairpodge, a l(fa^ 

eonespmdentVbefore. and after the Civil Warj|9id dpe 6t\ the ' most acclalined 
vqman> journaljtsts of the nineteenth century • tlnknown todAy, liodge wro.te^ 
;on politics^ religion and contemporary issues lor newspapers and^oagazlnes ; 
"^^nd coAsnented prolif ically on the role of women In society^ After fc^ 
leanings as a young woman , she* becaiae increasingly conservative as j?he :^ 
.grew older ^ xeflepting the vlfiiwa of a substantial segment Of fibciety ^ » 
* that applauded her work In popular publications • Her nwst celebrated 
articles^ppeared in the New York Tribune in 1877^ and 1878 tod;^ttac^d^^^^^ ■ 
efforts at .civil service reform under the adnlaiistt^ 
• B4 Udyes/ Their satirical content probably vasL inspired by he* close 
relaticmship with James Blaini;, hex first couiln's husband t ^ha^^^h^^ 
^ lost th.e 1876 Republican' presidential nomination to Hayes>j Prom;the ; 
1870s to the 189«8 Dodge lived each winter in the capital wlljll the Blaine 
family, and she is thougjit to have helped Blaine >rLth his spiee^cl^ed. 

/•/ ^Throughout her 40-jear career, which' laisted- from the 18508 t^^ 
death in 1896, p'odge. insisted on writing under a pseudonym, "Q^lI'HamU 
•(taken from her middle name and the name of her hcit^cmdy:^ P 
-life Into two totally different spheres, she iremalnetf "Ab^^ 
"^daughter lof a. farmer in Essex County, Massachusetts 1 to her £amiU.y andr^^ 
refused to acknowledge in public that she was "G4tl , " the fampuiai ^ll^erary 
iady." HesL shyness stemmed partly from concera 45ver her eppearim^ niarred 
>y the loss of one eye in a cWldhood accident^ .^erhaps^^^^t^^^ 
she acquired an extensltre wardrobe • ' Well-Jptiowh as a brilliant and witty < 
isonservationallst^ she had wide~rangl|ig cohtkc/a^ ln;^H^ anJ poli tidal ^. 
'Circles. < - '\ \ '.."''\:'. 

I Her success illusftrated that an able Tipjman. could ca^ 
herself^ In Victorian journalism, bixt her career llltjmlnated the s.<ilf-dbul^^ 
aiid insecurities of a woman trying to function in a man's oijcupation*^ 
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■ ni ||l(^f Iw^Mif ,Vv<::;::;;^. Journalist ^ Anti-Ftotolst 



t^ny * a New England . womimv W^ 



Dodge 



■ if :corre8p<mdai;it ^before *and' : aftei^ jdhe Ciivll^;-.Wat 




tie prollf Icall^^ on the role of wqjsi^ 



!; .ri;^''*: ' Vv1\'^:?\el^^^ :and - <i<ifatempox^ry issues £or ' -n^^apera :''aiid i .inaga^ltRi^ 



isti*ij|>v'*^ /, -^V 
^reflected 

- V vi^wa of subigitaiitiail: 'segnifcd -qI!^ :;: 



^'^^^ of feniinlst thought t^a her cry^vda^ 



V \;|ippla|iided her work In popular publications Hdr^^^^^^ 



-^-. liwtiBd from the 1850s to her death in, 



itlliibtrated 



1 i 1 ■ 'that^ ^ould carVe a place* for-WiBielf ' in 

i 1i ^ ^i<ij*^^ ^t it istlso illuminated the self^^cnilbtSK 



yictdtian 




*\ l|:i»ai ;o!^\a 'w€i^;:t to fun<itiQa in a^manvs 'Ojccujo^ 

Bdlini\lh County village of ^an^ 

ofe ^<^^ \ 1^3 V i)6^ge used the .paeudohj^ 



(liaMnVfr«Mtt\,her ttiddie jMune ' and th%, name of tier hba^t<m^ • 

. The Wational Era^ a Washington aholitiotiist 'publ^at^lonj fae 'r 
/ \ U ^ <i<ffl#ieftatloiM^ and Thfe Independent. videl]f-*1aKi«|ci religious < 
newspapers that cpvpred general' news attd*^e*«(, ptAlte^ In Bdstqn 



ahd Hw, Yjiric respfbtJnrely , and The Bew l^orlc Tt^ibtoe e Het essa^/ 'vi > 
often humorous' acc^cii^ta of the war. betw^n the ges^av^ ' 



^InVthe Atlantic Konthlv . Galaxy, Worth Ametttcan Bieview . CQsmopoli^ ' 
Aady thei :Arena « Collected In eight bpol^ betw&iela 1862 and ^866 , - . • 



as 'a star in the firmament! ofi tick^ 
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i^lm that also publistiejd Wh 



iaad^ HctaHfthotne • A£t« :tk>dge ^^^^^^^ liidtih' Fields over 



:trM':<'MM royalty hattl€. Other m^Id.lncludedwa 



iDLQvel, 



cpUectiona o£ easays » bcc^i^lonal poetry i a 
^l^a^ BiiadLne* thie political flgure^^^^ vhose 



jtai^ sj^ti vlntei^^^ Washington for 2S ye^> and a final • 



prd^Y^'. life after death. • ' .V:;;:;:-^ 

^al vltty, feiQlftlne Interplretatl^n df 
^f^r;*^^ aiui |Lndl|^ic^ Improvement basedi^ oiij the philosophy 

personally. She a^|^ocat# eniar{$ed . 
for/von&en and inltiaily backed suffrage. 
(^1]^]^ wcn\ld lower! to the^ ^ 

was convinced women . should pi^cu^y a 
indirect Influence on fubllc 
A crlltlc-. of jtoktrjiage^ ;;^h^ the " 

I 'ere le^s tyrannical ahd\mote attuned 
ater years she turned to religions* 



j ;of ;.Eiai^^ ^slie 
; ieduc^a^^ ies 

-it 

/:^-¥' ^fiigb^t '\^(pji* ■ pi 



to ^t^bi^ ^ s ;^etelM^ 
:'sflibjfi^t^'»';')k^ 
^nteiir^fetatid^ of 



to jr^pncile «|th scientific 

She aiiso wrote, stories {fjir chll- ■ 



|he'il|>ie. 



di^ and was nominal cof dditor. of two magazines^ (hit Young Folfci^ 



(laSSr^) and Wood* 8 He 



^gazine (1872 



-^ay; il 



p£:the work to others. 




Although niimerous Victorians authors used 
i^t she did' to hike from the public, podge 

dwMte4 being Introduc^d^as "Qk^^ refused all . 
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clined opportunities to 
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for blbgraphlcal Inf^l^uitlon and " 
8j;>eak. She^plai&e^. the rationales fior' 
pflfaudonym In a letter rejecting a request for her autographi^r 
; ^^iL^:^bllc name is not a mere caprice. It is given for the sole 

■f^'£'-^t'' > . • ■ ■ ' / ■ * . .r 

- vj^ lightning donductor—to catch all the flash and 

' 

crflfsh of the outside electricity, and i^eave the inner home of " 
;Ptlvacy unharmed, uritouthed." \ 

This divjLsion of personal tod professional' identities 
revealed in yritln^ she nevar expected the public to see*— mote- 
books kept as a schoolgirl in .'Ipswich, Massachusetts » a meimor^al ^ 
to her mothei:, and voluminous correspondence. . The^e personal 
papers show she clung to family ties and played a woman's, t tad 1- 
tlonal rol,e in her "inner home of privacy^" while In her career 
she performed like a man. They picture her compensating for/ 

-- - - - " . . , . , , .*,?•■.■€ • : - ■ 

the lack of a husband and ahlldx;en by devoted jrelationships with 
her mother and Blaln^, whose wife, Harriet Stanwood Maine, was 

• . : - - ^• ^ _ . v.- - . ' . 

, iter first cousin. .After the author' a death^ mafiy pf het! letters 
were ^bllshed jby het sister,. Augusta, In two volumes titled ' 
Gall Hamilton's Li^fe In Letters (1901^, 

Dodite' s vIqws on. marriage, womanhood and a career were 
shai>e4 by her <!hlldhoOd in Hamilton, ^ere.she was the product 
pf a Congregation^ upbringing and. conventional family life'. She 
was the ypung^sr of seven children born to Ja^jies Brown Dodge , a 
yell^-^tOTdb ifarmer,^ and Hannah Stanwoqd Dodge, a 8y(!&oolteacher 



4 



before jinarx^^^ In the Memorial to Hrs. Haikiah Staawood DodR^# 



compiled with Augfista and lntended>only f or«^ the family, Mary* 
;Ablgall Dodge ^ stressed the difficul(:ies of her mg^thcnr's l^e. 



I, : 



■i^ "ft 



Cacf^ of tliel seven children and lack of dotne^tic help overtaxed ' 

het' notli^ ventally and phS^ically, .Dodge wrote t "She has told 

* X ■„ Y. ■•'['.•• " ^ . ■ * 

me iuay a tide that she never knew \^at it was to be tired ber 

- ;■• ' 5 ' : ■ , .. . \ l- "'.^ 

fore she was married." Calling her mother the major Influence In 
her life » Dodge theorized '!^hat the mother tratnsmlts to her 
^cbild not.so Bsich^^tbe tastes vbiel^ khe gvatlf las as those which 
she vepreisses.^ I think that was^s^y Augusta and I a].ways liked 
bbokis and hated housework; liked leisure and Independence , and « 
hated drudgery with a mortal hatred." ^ 

Afier displaying precocious ability at th6 village sehool 
in Hamilton, shb was sent at twelve to a boarding school In 
Cambridge y Massachusetts , and the following, year ^ thfe Ipswich 
(Massachusetts) Female Seminary. At Ipswich , where she was 
gtaduated in 1850 and rc^nalned as a teacher until 1854 , she ' 
received 'an^^tmusually thorough education for the day. . In her . 
' Ipswlc.h notebooks she worrled^about hcfr appearancef, marted by 
^ the adcldental loss of the sights of her lift eye at thei a^ 
of two when a fork was stubbed Into It. Under ^tlie title "Bash- 

^fulness and Ugliness," she wrote: "The fact that I- was ugly, 

■'j' ' > * . ' ' ... 

surpassingly ugly , ugly in form — ugly in feature, has been- in- 

effaceably impressed upon my mind." ^dordlng to her friend, 

Harriet P. Spofford, another author. Dodge "never in all her 

. ^ - . 9 ■ . / ' .: 

life could bedr to be lo^iked at." Another paragraph from her 

"Cqllikonplace Book" pinpointed the root of her shyness: 

When you are in company with a dozen ladles, 
t rangers to you perhaps, who are flippantly discuss** ^ 
lag llary Langford's party, and the merits of Mrs. 
Smthls girl, and the extravagance of lfts» Jones, pray 



tell. me what does mental iMeauty avail you? It may 
cause you to be happier anSl more^;<4i(|£ul at home*-7» 
^^be^more loved and respected by ydj^t^^intlm^te f rl 
tkit:' In, 8oc^ It wijl never cov^r your homely 

Dodge contemplated woman's role > In another schoolgirl essjay: 
"I have no syiqpathy with those r^ical reformex^ who ^uid over- 
turn the very foundations of society<^-vho Wiuld ^thirtist woman | ? 
from her retlxrfement and place her upon the contested arena of 

' - ' / 'i ' - 

public life. . • .By the domestic hearth, veiled from the ieye-of 

' / 11 / ■ \- ' 

the world let her be found." Why then did she not marry? 

Spofford, who raved over Dodge's "exqj^site complexion," and 

goiaen-brown hair," called her "very attractive/' and Insisted, 

"if you* had not thought her so at first, you were sui^e.of it 

when you left her presence . •" Spofford said Isli^had 

"various and persistent offers of matrl&ge" but gave tio det^ls. 

Dodge s obituary, however, noted she was "extremely plain" ^ith 

a large head, "heavy" features and "an ugly cast" to hlpr eyes \ 

but added '*bne forgot her plainness after the first fei^ minutes 

14 I 7 
of conversation.** ' . ► *JV 

^ ^ Dodge was caught In £^ paradox. She^Jected the , totally ' 

domestic role — possibly because she believed her appearance 

would not attract a husband who could keep, her from the toll 

experience by her mother. Yi&t she accepted the cultural mystique 

that a woman's ^highest place lay In the province of her 

lathery the home. Her inability to resolve this qdnf lie t1 created 

the split In public and priva% identities. "Gall Haodltik" 

competed In the world; "Abby" (as her friends ^called her) ^ 



13 



TlMnB^^ the family circle. Symbolleally, the. only: \« 

work printed under her pvn name was tlTe Menorlal never Intended 
for public consuniptlra ' ; ' 

Dodge began writing while teaching school. ..Tir^iig of \ i . 
Ipewichy ejtie moved to Hartford, Connecticuti In 1854^ ; 
first teaching Latin and mathematics at the Female Seminary 
and then Latin and English at the Hartford High School. / . 
Dissatisfied wltlr low pay and long bours» In. 1S56 she sent 
poetry and essays to Dr. <;amaliel Bailey, editor of the 
national Era , Washington's abolitionidt newspaper. Bailey 
was sympathetic to women writers and had been the first 
publisher of Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uiacle Tom's Cabin , 
run as a serial in the Era. Also he^hadjilred as assistant 
• editor, Sara Jape^ Clarke (later Lipplncott), *}ab6 itrote 
"Grace Greenwood" and was one of ptte first women Washioagtoti^ 
bor respondents. * "Gall Hamilton" gave only a post office 

box numb^ and refused to tell Bailey her real name until he 

■ ■ * '"^ ' ' " ' 15 • • ' 

^-'t'^^^^^ hervwqrk and pleaded with her to identify herself. 

Equally sq^sterious with J.H. Ladd, editor of the New York Independent 

she "prompted him to remonstrate^ "my dear*MriB. Gail, or 

Girl, we don't pay 'nobodies', we don't . . . ."^^ 

When Bailey and his family insisted on meeting her in <^ 
Hartford, ". . . I dragge^ myself down, could not speak . 
a word,"* jBtanmered, blushed, almost cried and acted the dimce 
generally," ihe wrote her mother. 



aBplratlons led h€fr to move to Vashlngton In 
1858 as govexhasB llot 'the six Bailey children > although she 
'*6u£iered aigonlea" at * the ptoapect of Washlngtoa. society » 
according to Spofford. Initially ^afraid to leave her room, 
eventually she con4uered her shyness. As she reported to her 
£a]iib.y dLn Hamilton, she learned to hold h^r own with ^ 
abpl:|.tlonlst celebrities In the Bailey drawliig room helped by 

the acquisition pf a new "green silk, low neck and short 

, . . ■ . « , . _ 

• 19 • 

sleeves, lace cape and rose-colored bow*" Throughout the 

• . ' * 2 

rest of her life she dressed elaborately for social gatherings. 

* •. ■ ^ • .. ' ■■ . * ■ 

Wrltlxig at night she penned a nlne-i)art series for iihe 

National Era In 1859 titled ^Ifen and Women." Reprinted ii^ 

her first «book, Cotmtry Living and Cooiitry Thinking , (1862) 

'"Iten^juid Wom^^^ argued for women's equality, £hen for 



Bubsan^slon. -She begto by acknowledging'. sexual cultural 
barriers: "I am a woma^j* . « ^ I am sorry, that It la so . « 
Commonplace as la the^ilfe>of Jo^ Smi't^^ tM- 1 of 

Mrs. J^S. Is. still more so." She sympatWzed with the 

% ■ # J. J * ■ ^ • •' 

' • ■ , • ^ • ^ ^ * ^ - . 

suffrage cause but urged women* to Improve themselves. Instead* of 

22 

depending on the ballot « Warning against marriage for 

' . . ^ • ■ ' * ' f' ■ ' ' ' i 

matedSd gain, 'sh^ declared/'a home purchased by the sale of 
yourself is a deasL bargain . . • ."^^ Yet she advised women 
to marry If swep^ Into love, wfaHe she recomDended that those 
not carried amy develop their God-given talents. Instead of ^ 
alndng for equality, women should prove their moral superiority 
to men,, she concluded. In an age when men acptmiulated fortunes 
at the expense of fellow men, she argued the common cdivlction 



that women possessed finer ^^^slbUltles.^^ 



Since the Em had a wide circulation among influfentlal 

■ ' ^ ■ " . •■ 25 : 

abolitionists; the series attracted td.de at tentrion. r 
j While with the Baileys she became one of the first 
yomen Washington correspondents , employing an additional 
disguise to move into the masculine preserve of political 
reporting. .As "Cunctare" (Which means 'Tiesitate*' or 
possibly "dodge" in Latin) , she sent columns of politlc€|l 
news to C»A.^Wchardson, editor of the Congregational is t . 
"Gall Hamilton" wrote for th\ Coggriegat ional ist oq such 
topicfs as church attendance, bjit "Cunct are" took readers 
td the floor of Congress. Richardson wanted to^ign h^r ^* 
^litical dispatches "Gail Hamilton" tp<^, but J>od^4^ wrote 
her family, "I wish very much that it should^t iW; and , 

■ • - r " 26 - ■ .. ^ . - ' 

I don't think I shall have it." Evidently she f0are* It 
would be far more embarrassing to be discovered ad a; 
political commentator than a "literary lady." : , 

Dodge was the third woman Washington correspondent to 
cover pol^.tics. The first, Jane G. Swisshelm, an abolitionist 
editor from Pittsburgh who wrote for Horace Greely's Tribune . 

marched into the' Senate press gallery In 1850 and demanded 

■ \ j - 27 - 
equal rtg;hts with men Journalists tx> ^it there. The 

sepon^ Was "Gr6ce G^enwood" ,(Sara Jane Clarke Lipplncott) 

who before her marriage had lived at the Bailey home, 

!>,'■' \ ' ■ : 

like Dodge , ; iand corresponded for the Saturday Evening Post 

, . - ■ 28 

of Philadelphia while working on the Era from 1850 tJiL852 . ' 



the two had become acqu^^t^ea through letters even before 
Dpidge moved ,to Washington when *'6all Hamilton" submitted stories, 
to .a children's magazine ttpi by Lippincoft and her husband^ 
Leander.^ As a correspondent » Dodge patterned her nevsgathering 
after Lipplncott rather than Swisshelm. Both "Grace" and 
"Gall" discreetly obtained material from visitors to the Bailey 
home and theityown observations from the ladies' galleries of 
Congress. The t^ became lifelong friends, although fi.t)p:^n- 
cotty unlike Dodge, made no attempt to hide her real niome, gave 
lectures and supported auf frage. * 

"Cunctare's" columns consisted, of witty political analysis. 

r • . . • T ■ ■ ' 

Nine columns appeared in the winter of 1858-59, dealing < mainly > - 

' . _ ^. , • . ' v -^ .■ 

with abolition, decoruni In Congress and economy in government* 

Her tongue-in-cheek approach is marked in this comment on Stephen 

A. Douglas following the Lincoln^Doiiglas debiates: "Unlike the ^ 

prophet's cloud, from overspreading the whole sky, ^ has dwln- 

died down to the size of 'a man's hand. "^^Prom Deceita>er, 1859, 

to April; i860, "Cunctare" highlighted the frenetic pre-<:ivll ^ 

War atmosphere in 18. columns. "Slavery and freedom are grapp^ling 

in a close, fierce and** hostile embrace,1^8he wrote following John 

brown's 'attack on Harper's Ferry. Her humor enlivened accounts 

of tedious debates: "Honest men 'appear tp the people'* and are*" 

desirous -of nothing more than that their speeches should '^ to 

the cpuntry — a consumation devoutly to be wished, if country 

' ^ ' ■. .\ . ;r ■ • . ; • 

air could have the same bracing and invigorating effect on 

■ ■ • ■ * •_. ,••'■«•■ 

f«eble speeches that it does' on feebly folks. 



> Afte]f«CoiigteB0 adJoUrQed, Dodge left Washlx^gton, :heedlng 

iMf ailing pbtfaer*8 fears for «her safety aa tiie capital prepared 

■ ■ •'• -•'32'' • ■ : ■ , r ■ ^ . , .- ■ V 

j^or uat^ Finances also entered Into her <decii9lon. Following 

Ba^ey^s deith In 1859 , the Br^ had folded tod Mrs. Bailey yas ^ 

fiuibiy been force4 to live on> her Congreg fl- 

tlonallst earnings. The opportunity to return to liamllton and 

write books, which l^a^ln^clal successes, appealed to Dodge, 

partiiiaiarly since her father had semi-ret Ired from farming and 

her mother had a Mired girl. ^ . ^ 

^Whlle it is difficult to me^ Dodge's impact a%a pre- 

^ '* ■ . ■ ■ ' ' •■ ■ ' : *' . . ^ , , ' ' ^ : 

Civil War correspdndent, "Gail Hamilton's" success on the Era 
pi^obably encouraged other women to seek careers in Washington 
journalism. At least three women followed Dodg^ as Washlngrpn 
correspondents durixig the Civil War and during the 1870 'a more ^ 
than a dozea were listed In the Consresaiooal Directory as en- 
titled to Congressional Press Gallery privileges. '^Gail Ham-r 
ilton" obviously was a woman and thus served as a role model 
for other women, even thoygh the sex of "Cunqtare" was more care- 
fully concealed. .> 

For 1860 to 1870, Dodge remained in Hamilton, dutifully 
caring for her mother who died in 1868 (four yeats after her 
fatherly'and churning out eight books of light essays^ many 
reprint^ versions of magazltie articles 04' the so-called ''wpman 
question." Although she loved the country,, she o(^casionaXly 
longed for more stimulation. Thanking a friend for sending her 
nsEWtpaperat she wrote, "J am much enb'arrassed by "the want of a 



good library, l^m Bight miles awdy from everything In the 

* •• "* '36 • " " 

: shape of on^^.'? ^ Shortly betore her mother's <ieath, she decllne^f 

f • ' . , ' ^ • ■ ' ■ \ 

ftt iiKvita^ion to visit the Mpltal; "Certainly I cannot go to 

Washlhgton much as I should like It and much as I thank you for • 

vantlng me to! Ihit here is ray baby whom I can neither take nor 

;^y:leave."^^ . * ' . ' . ^ 

Her magazine articles, amusing accounts of ordinary life 
filled .with practical moralizing anfl commi^tary on current events, 
oftto contained dialogues between herself and fictitious males. 
In these Imaginary battles of s the sexes, she aired her opinions 
on woman's role. Linking a decision for a career to a woman's 

- personal appearance. Dodge wrote in "Gila Days" (an Atlantic 

^^M-y piece reprinted In a collection under that title in. 1863) : 
"Now I maintain a woman ought to be very handsome * » . or else 
she ought ^o[^o to work and do something. "^^ While beauty In 
itself fulfilled a woman, she maintained, those not endowed needed* 
to develop themsjc^lvesr v^. ."a clever woman, whether she be a 
painter or a teacher or a dress-maker—lf she really has an 
object In life, a career, she is safe. She is a power; She 
commands a reilm. She owns a world. "^^ "Safe" from what? 
Undoubtedly the tyranny of men. As she put it,"llen ai%p 
childish and as I. have said before^ animal. I. don't think they 

Hhave ntotly the self-restraint, self«-denlal, high dignity and 
purity and conscience that women have— -take them in the mass."*^ , 
In her oirn careeif. Dodge saw herself performing like' a 
. nsa. In an AtUntlc article titled "My Garden" and reprinted \m 



In jCpmitry Llviife and Country Thinking t she vrot^, "There / 

Is about my serious style. a vigor of thought, a comprehensiveness 

of view, a closeness of logic » and a terseness of diction commonly 

• ' . . . . ■ ■ * . J. . -s.- 

suppdTOd to pertain only to^the stronger sex. Not waating .Is 

. •■■*■». ' > ■ 

a certain fooclful sprlghtllness which Is' the peculiar ^grace of 

woman • • .^^^^ One contemporary critic praised her "readable" 

style and found It "tart, tender, shrewish]^ pathetic^ monitory, 

objurgatory, tolerant, prejudiced, dldkctlc, and dramatic by turns. 

Another agreed somewhat with her own evaluation: .'*Her chas^lon-' 

ship of her sex and its cause ^has been aggressive, defiant, one 

might add blustering If she were a man." ^ 

While In Hamilton she wrote two of three voluHes she 

said were, designed to Improve the marriage relationship* In the 

firsts A New Atiliosphere (1865) , -she wamed girls "your fathers 

\y - '44 

will traffic In you without scruple" by forcing wedlock. She 

■? ■ . . ■ - ' * ' ■ ■* . . ■ 

blamed marriage for keeping women subservient: ^^n think if / 
women strike out In a career of their own» the matter of secur- 
ing andvdisposlng of a wife may not be quite the easy thing it ; 
is at' present,"*^ Yet sh<fe upheld the "sacred" institution of 
m^riage, simply urging men to permit their irLves and daughters 
to cultivate their talents. 

In Women's Wrongs (1868), she attacked Dr. John Todd, a 
minister opposed to women's demands for independenc/en. 'Although/ 
convinced suffrage was inevitable. Dodge argued it would not 
help woman combat economic dlscrimlnatibn. Instead she proposed 
A novi^l Rather than ^ extend the ballot to all women. 



limit; it ':;t6 "Intelligectt and vlrtttous*' Individuals of both sexes. 



* At thla^^line she was considered sufficiently friendly to suf f r^0 

' ■ ' • ' ' ••'if • 

to be asked by Susan B. Anthony to contribute to the radical 

8u£!Erage newspaper, the Revolution , but there is no record she 
:dld sp:*^ \ ^ " ^ 

, As the 1870*8 unfolded, Dodg^ grew more conserva,tive. 
Influenced by her relationship with the family of James G. 
Bialne of Maine, (Speaker of the House, 1869-75; Senator, 1876-81; 
Republican nominee for President, 1884, and Secretary of Stiate, 
1880-81 and 1888-92). In 1870^ she returne<^ to Washington 'to 

live with the Blalnes, establishing a pattern for the rest of 

■ • - ~« * - . 

her life of winters as the Blalnes' guest ^ In the capital and 
summers at her home In Hamilton. ' Helping heropousln, Mrs. Blaine, 
entertain *'and care for her seven childre||iv 'l>6iiie became a^^^amlly 

' ^ ^' : % '■ » • . 

fixture. She took the major trip of her lif xd.th the Blalnes 
^id their friend, steel magnet Andrew Carnegie, accompanying 

them to Europe in 1887-88. Earlier dhe had visited the American 

* ••• . . • » 

- ■ * • * ' t> ' 

West and Stouth.; 

As "she continued her career, her ideas solidified In favor 
of the status quo, and she took a strong stand against suffrage. 

- • . . I am coming round by degfrees to woman suffrage^and shall 

■ . ' ■ . ..' ■ .. . ^ • ■ ' 

* ■ ■ Aft 

go against It haimaer and tongs," she Informed ^ai^ editor.? In 

' ' ' * • -% 

Woman's Worth and Worthlfegyiess (1872) , the last o^ her books 

on mai?rlage» Dodge contenfded domestic llffii woul^ be disrupted 

if ^th huiUnd and wife were Involved' In political aotivlty 

and women l^st their splrAtnal superiority^ The ballot would f 
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'^'\.::,.^{' '^- ' ■ nake.ybmen selfr-centered," she 

; argued]^ cmjd ipeB^ove Jthelr ppportunlty to indlrectlyvlnfluence 

nea for goodi«. Ferhapa uncon8Cloui#l7» Dodge- was inspired by 

the Blalnes' exm^ of domestic bliss. • Although accuised of 

'■ . .■*.'•■, * • " ■ 

fifing public itosltlon for private gain, Blaine led ah eacem- 
' plary family IljEe and his wife presented a picture of a o|l|l|^ 
tanted mother, whose opinions were cherished by her husband. 

Washington Dodge resumed newspaper correspondence, 
hecoiidxig one of a group of noteworthy women ^joum 

/ \. 5**e capital during the 1870*8. /^nong other outstanding 

/ , ,: . ^. 

f igures were her old fri^d, ''Grace Greenwood" (S^Ta J. Clarke 

* • •• , •' . . . • ' . ■ , 

Llpplncott]^ of the New York Times , Mary Clemmer ^\pes of the 

'- - • _ . ' . ■ 

New York ^dependent and "Olivia" /Emll-y EdaWn Rriggft^ of the ^ 

Philadel phia Kress > all 6£ wtom commented on pdlitical af f iirs 

from a feminine perspectlvef Others such as Austl^e Sneed 

of -the New Yotk Graphic primarily ^ote social fifews which 

Dodge deplored^ "I do fikte that whole style of writing. . . 

• .> 50 ■ 

It is meddlesome and mischievous.*'^ Dodge wrote for The New 

v> ■ f> * ... 

York Tgibune In 187.7 and^ i878, blistering the administration 

of Rutherford B. Hay^s under the guise of ridiculing its 

civil service reform efforts. ' 

' — . ^ ^ ' ^ 

' ^ By attacking Hayes she demonstrated loyalty tp^Blalh^» 

. who had lost the 1876 Presidential nomination to him. Dodge 

adored Blaine^ whose hospitality gave her%ntry into the 

> * . ■ ■ ■ ' • " • 

^ highest Washington society. She wrote him kittenish letters, 
I '"Calling him thie( "third man In the Nation" and her84lf "only '* 



f - 



17 



■■.■..■^■•-r-. - V ■ v - 

a^wnaa/* • To her sl^ter^ Augusta t ; lii she praised; 

Blaliie as a "con^ering hero" for ii^^ tiiujagbB • 

' 52 1 ' ' t* ' ' ■■ ' i> , "\' ' i' • I ■ ■' 

y : i maneuver ihg. ^In her eyes, Blatne, a spokeaman £Qr>'bu8lxie88 

, '/ • ' • ' ' \ ^ - ^ ^ • • 

who h#d acquire )| fortune by unexplltlned means, coluld do no 

: wrong .^^ ;When Llpplncott and Ames, among other wcm^i^ corcespon- 

^ ' ■ ■ ■ ' ' ^ . .. '• ■ ' . ■ ■ *^ >■ 

* ' dents, deplored the ^travagances of Gilded Age society, Dodge^ 

^ played down the expense of circles ]La which the Blelnes (and 

/ ^ she) moved. In an article for the Galaxy , a popular magazine', 

; : ' "Gall Hamilton" assured readftrs that Washington social life ' ; 

. J , rested "on a purely Intellectual basis," and not, as had been 

- ■ " -1 . * . ■ 

.• . ' ; • 54 
widely reported, on wasteful display. 

Dodge delivered her cblei blasts against Hayes In a 50- 

.part series of Tribune articles. Unlike. Llpl>lncott and Ames 

; ^ it «wfao crusaded fof higher morals In politics. Dodge defended the - 

' scandal^rldden Grant administration ax^l' the spoils system. She 

ridiculed dyll service reformers, portraying tl^em and Hayes 

as pretentious hypocrites, and toiTe l^ito one tff Blaine's 

chief enemies, Carl Sjchur^, Hayes* Secretary of the Intierlo^. ' 

\ • ^ ^ '. ■ ^ ' ' ■' • ■ • ' 

The Tribune, which su'p^Kted Blaine althoUg^ It favored partial 

, . ■ --^ : • - . ■ " ■ ■ • ' • ' • .■ ^1 ^ " ? . 

civil service reform, served ^ a logical vehicle for the series, 

" • ■ ■ • . If ' ■ ' '■ ■ ■ * ' 

and It was rumored that Blaine either had written or Instigated 

^ these pieces # Indignantly denying these charges editorially, . 

The Tribune lavished applet^ on the articles as the 'Hndst 

birllllttit and the mbs^ widely read, sei^les of crltlcl^ 

* ^ . ^ ■ . ' * . ' ■ . ' ' 

< contributed by a wc»Dan*s pen to the literature, of AnQrlcaia 
^ : politlcsi"^^ - ' / 

.■■ . * . . . . ^ • 

ERJC V - \i • , ^ • 



journal. • .sat up on its hind legs and howled. • .If It is 

hot corruption it is narrow-mlndedheds that files into a f\xf 

iihen argumnits^all/ . • /'^^ Dodge was guilty of the stiffle 

faul^. , It' la hard to see how divergent opinions between a 

Cohisressman and The Nati^ In themselves proved the. failure 

of civil service reform. The" sef lea bogged down in petty 

swc^am and absurd comparisons bjBtweeii corruption in Sunday 

Schools and government 

Tetthe articles enhanced Dodge's reputation. %y the 1880' 

her magazine articles, increasingly on religious themes* drew 

so great a following that she could dictate to editors: "Two 

hindred doUara an^ article* without llailt-twr to l:^gth. "Ftee 

range as to themes over this world and Ithe next.^'^^ After two 

of the Blaine children died while Blaln^ was secretary of state 

under Benjamin Harrison* Dodge began a seriea. of Sunday talklB 

on the Bible in the Blaine mansion that lattracted cabinet mem- 

-f ' \ *' 

bera* diplomats and Congressmen (published in A Washington 

Bible gaas^ 189iy ,62 . / - . ^ 

Her last journalistic ventures were curlotis thro«1)acks 

to her early interest in women's issues. In articles 'and let- 

t era to editors* she championed Florence Chandler Maybrlck* 

ian American woman whom Dodge maintained ha<^ been unjustly 

aentctnced to lli^e imprisonment in England f or the ailegcsd 

poisoning of her husband. Dodge printed a Al-'page |lltaBphlet 

• ■ , •." ■'>^^> ■, 

on the case* ?An Object Lesson in Woman's Rights'^ (1892)* 

cad^ argiied Haybrick waa the victim of sexual diacrlo^ 
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She aXdo 'fisted Mrs. Benjamin Harrison to petition the 
British gbvetmnent for ^Haybrlck' a release^ (whlcl^ occurred 
after Dodge's death). 



It was widely believed that Dodgp aided Blaine with his 



sp|6Bcl^s, and a f act^that, she helped prepare his twb^olum^ 



^eMes\ Twenty Years of Congress (1884-86).^^ Clearly Blaine 
respected her judgment and as hl^s confidant she exercised at 
least sonfiB of the behind-the-scenes pol It Ical^lnfluence she 
had recommended for women as preferable to voflng* . Blaine ,^ 
bequeathed, to her his private letters and papers which she ' 

used in the eulogistic Biography of James G. Blaine (1«95) . 

^ '■ • '" 

J!rs. Blaine expressed great affection for her; still her 
description of "Cousin Abby" in a letter to her daughter 
hinted of condescension: . .she ("Abby") stood arrayed 
(at a railroad station) in a ^rown dress a red shawl and a 
, gray hat, her strapped bundlei her bag and her knitting 
basket in her hand r the embodiment of genius and the very 
picture of a strongmlhded woman. . ."66 

Obviously Dodge needed the emotional support of family 
life which she found in the Blaine hc^usehold. In her mld^40s 
she proposed marriage to an old friend, John-Greenleaf Whittier, 
the bachelor poet who lived lit Amesbury, Massachusetts. Although 
the two had carr;^ed on a flirtations correspondence for yeats, 

Whittler quickly turned down the suggestion. According to 

' " ■ '■ i ' • ' • ' * ■ ' ^ 

Whittler' 8 biographer,, ^Ibert Mbrdell^ Whlitler "feared to go 

*•■ • . ■ ' ' ■ ■ 

to her (remodeled) Ijiouse (in Hamilton) because she told him 
she had specifically built it for both of. them. She was at 
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first 




imdi he diplonigtlcally re[j^qtte4 he|^^bli?H^ her 



colder maoents ehe rewLsed that 
67 ' 

promisaa* 




Oiodge 8iuf fered a paralytic stroke at the ]B(lalne mansion 
In Washington in*^^^ille flnl&hlng the Blaine biography • ^ 
Taken home to Hamilton, she recovered sufficiently to 
dictate an account of visions during her attack t/hat 
convinced her pf Immortality (X*Rays, 1896)* Sh^ died at 
the age of 63 on Aug. 17, 1896, at her home In dunllton. 
' Her obituaries Identified her as "Gall Hamdlton/' 



praised her "Brilliance" a^ a writer and convereatlonaXlst, 

and lauded her as the "Intellectual ioaaffaet of tUe Blaine 

68 . • -1 . . 

household*" The Woman's Journal , moderate voice of the 

suffrage movement, thanked her for early service xo 

suffrage and concluded her career was "an object lesson 

' . • ■ 1 ■ . 70 

In" woman's capacity as ia political thinker and jncilter." 



It lamented that a woman jrh^ "es^^clsed so strong 



m 



li^f luence on American politics lihotild never have b^n 
71 

allowed to vote*" Today It seems evien more of aik anomaly 
that she decided she' did not want to^ but she must be 
Judged hy --the context of her tines which saw her as a 



72 



'progressive" voice for women. 



It was unfortunate for her development als a journalist 
that she tied herself so closely to Blaine » bLcomlng an 
apologist fpr his Questionable political morality. 
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Her articled fpr The Tribune , primarily a defense of 

. Blaine* s^oslt ion, lacked tlie 'sparkle and freshness of her 

Congregationalist correspondence. Emotionally unable to ^ 

exercise objectivity in her Tribune articles, she functioned 

like a traditional woman dominated by a strong male Influence 

instead independent observer. Her impact on other 

wtaan j^x^i^^ lay far less in what she wrote than in 

the fact she wrote at all. Although she was never able to 

publicly integrate her two roles, "Abby" and "Gail Hamilton," 

still her life demons tjrated that a woman could be a 

Washington, correspondent in the nineteenth ceniury even \f 
■ .' ■ ' ' ' 

she subscribed tcr Victorian idi^ of womanjioc/a. 

• / 
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